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ABOUT THE OFFICE OF 
THE CHIEF SCIENTIST

I N T R O D U C T I O N

The Office of the Chief Scientist provides scientific leadership 
and coordination across the Department.

We make sure that research supported by, and scientific advice 
provided to, USDA and external stakeholders are held to the 
highest standards of intellectual rigor and scientific integrity.

O F F I C E  O F  
T H E  C H I E F
S C I E N T I S T  



OCS 
RESEARCH 
COORDINATION 
ACTIVITIES 

O F F I C E  O F  
T H E  C H I E F
S C I E N T I S T  



OCS COORDINATION:  USDA International Science and 
Technology

International science and technology (S&T) engagements are critical 
for advancing the interests of American agriculture.  USDA focuses on 
opportunities that are mutually beneficial and leverage foreign and 
domestic resources.

 Bilateral S&T activities
 Critical issues of research security 
 Ensuring the integrity of the USDA research 
 Co-lead the Agricultural Innovation Mission for Climate with 

the State

O F F I C E  O F  
T H E  C H I E F
S C I E N T I S T  



ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE (AMR)

USDA continues to conduct and fund research to understand the drivers of 
antimicrobial resistance and to find effective alternatives to antimicrobial 
drugs to help maintain animal health and welfare, food security, and 
agriculture sustainability. 

Best practices for managing animal health to help reduce the need for 
antibiotics.

The Combating Antibiotic Resistant Bacteria Task Force released its 2020-2025 
National Action on October 9, 2020.
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POLLINATORS
As authorized in the 2018 Farm Bill, OCS’s Honey Bee 
and Pollinator Research Coordinator helps to address 
and coordinate pollinator health research efforts across 
the Department.  

Major research areas include: 

Pollinator status and trends

Habitat, forage, and nutrition

Pests and pathogens

Environmental stressors

Genetics and biology
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RENEWABLE ENERGY, 
NATURAL RESOURCES & 
ENVIRONMENT
OCS manages a diverse portfolio of activities across biofuels, 
bioproducts, the bioeconomy, stewardship of America’s natural 
resources, and critical natural resources impacted by a changing 
climate.

OCS engages stakeholders and coordinates and directs activities 
toward outcomes leading to public and environmental benefit 
through federal and USDA efforts including:
• Sustainable Aviation Fuels (SAF) Grand Challenge 
• Domestic Sources of Natural Rubber 
• Agrivoltaics
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NUTRITION, FOOD SAFETY, & HEALTH 
Coordinates food safety and nutrition research communities where 
multi-disciplinary efforts are necessary.

Help to provide guidance to promote healthier diets and safe food for 
Americans., 

Highlights nutritional guidance, including precision nutrition.
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SCIENTIFIC INTEGRITY

• Promote a culture of scientific integrity as the norm

• Develop and implement training materials

• Ensure the quality, accuracy, and transparency of 
scientific and technical information supported by USDA

• Ensure scientific communication free of political 
interference

• Ensure dispute resolution mechanisms are in place
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STRATEGIC PLANNING

ENTERPRISE RISK 
MANAGEMENT

EVIDENCE & EVALUATION

STRATEGIC PLANNING 
& PERFORMANCE
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QUESTIONS?

DI ONNE  TOOMBS
DI R EC TO R ,  O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C H I E F  S C I E NT I ST

DI ONNE .TOOMBS @ U S DA .G OV

2 0 2 - 3 0 6 - 0 1 2 9
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