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Outline

• Priority Setting & Program Development
• Stakeholders & Users
• Coordination Across Agencies
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Priority Setting & Program 
Development
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ERS Mission

Anticipate economic and policy issues related to 
agriculture, food, the environment, and rural 
development, and conduct economic research 
that broadly and specifically informs public 
program and policy decisions
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Setting Research Priorities

ERS 
Research 

and Budget 
Priorities

Meet with 
USDA mission 

area and 
agency 

leadership

External 
program 
reviews 
(every 5 
years)

Requests 
from 

Congress

Meet with 
customers, 

partners, and 
stakeholders
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Generating new knowledge

Stakeholder 
priorities

ERS research 
ecosystem

New       
social science 

findings

Program reviews             
(5 year cycle)

Program area strategic 
planning (2-3 year cycle)

Workshops and annual 
priority setting meetings

Regular meetings      
with agencies

Foundational              
data and models

Anticipatory research

Research social scientists

Partnerships with 
universities and other 
research organizations

Data & measurement 
concepts

Academic journal 
publications

ERS reports for policy 
audience

Workshops and 
presentations
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Consumers

GovernmentIndustry

Policy-Relevant Research
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Priority Setting & Program 
Development: Policy Background
• Regulations

– New/anticipated
– Existing/changing

• Food assistance and nutrition safety net
– Program outcomes
– Effectiveness

• Consumer choices, causes, and outcomes
• Market and industry response
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Regulations: Background Analysis
• Away-From-Home Foods 

Increasingly Important to 
Quality of American Diet,
January 1999

• “Role of Food Prepared 
Away From Home in the 
American Diets, 1977-78 
versus 1994-96: Changes 
and Consequences,” J 
Nutrition Education and 
Behavior, May-June 2002

• Combined 1,114 citations
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Regulations: Anticipated

• 2010-2014: Menu 
Labeling Authorized by 
ACA
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Regulations: Existing

• Food Safety Regulations 
and Outcomes
– Data from FSIS and AMS

 U.S. Domestic Salmonella
Regulations and Access to 
European and Other Poultry 
Export Markets in 
International Food and 
Agribusiness Management 
Review Volume 18 Special 
Issue A, 2015
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Food Assistance

• SNAP Participation 
Rates
– Uses linked 

administrative data

• The WIC Program: 
Background, Trends, 
and Economic Issues, 
2015 Edition
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Food Assistance

• 2014 Farm Bill
• SNAP, Poverty and Food Insecurity
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Consumer Response: Food Safety

• Consumer Response to 
Disease Outbreaks and 
Food Recalls
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Consumer Outcomes: Nutrition
• Great Recession 2007-2009,  

Diet Quality, Food Security
• Is Diet Quality Improving? 

Distributional Changes in the 
United States, 1989–2008
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Priority Setting & Program 
Development: Policy Background
• Regulations

– New/anticipated
– Existing/changing

• Food assistance and nutrition safety net
– Program outcomes
– Effectiveness

• Consumer choices, causes, and outcomes
• Market and industry 
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Markets and Industry

• Food Price Monitoring 
and Forecasting
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Markets and Industry

• Strengthening Food 
Safety Systems in China
– Forthcoming Ed. Volume

• Market Incentives for 
Food Safety
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Priority Setting & Program 
Sevelopment: Summary

 ERS human nutrition and food safety-related 
research priorities are responsive and forward-
looking to meet program and policy needs
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Stakeholders & Users
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Stakeholder Interaction
• 1994 National Conference 

on Food Security 
Measurement and 
Research
 Food security report, 1995-

• 2006 Committee on 
National Statistics of the 
National Academies 
(CNSTAT) report Food 
Insecurity and Hunger in 
the United States: An 
Assessment of the 
Measure
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Food Security Conference, Oct 2015
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Reports to Congress: Food Access

• Food Access Research 
Atlas

• Research Reports
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Reports to Congress: Local Foods

• Trends in U.S. Local and 
Regional Food Systems: 
A Report to Congress, 
January 2015

 Farm-to-School Survey
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REE Request: Federal Nutrition 
Research
• Improving Health Through 

Nutrition Research: An 
Overview of the U.S. Nutrition 
Research System, Jan. 2015
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Stakeholder Interaction: Data

 2004 CNSTAT workshop: 
Enhancing the Data 
Infrastructure

 2005 report Improving 
Data to Analyze Food 
and Nutrition Policies

 Scanner Data 
Investments

 2012 FoodAPS survey
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Behavioral Economics

• Using Behavioral 
Economics Insights to 
Improve Policies & 
Programs
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Cornell Center For Behavioral 
Economics in Child Nutrition 
Programs (BEN Center)

 Created in 2010 via Partnership between ERS and 
FNS
Research and field testing
Capacity development through small grants
Dissemination of findings to key stakeholder groups

32



33

Applying Research-Tested Approaches Nationwide
HealthierUS School Challenge: Smarter Lunchrooms
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• Funded jointly by ERS and FNS in 2014
– Substantial portion of research efforts will focus on the effectiveness 

and efficiency of two major USDA food assistance programs—
SNAP and WIC

– Research will include a mix of field-based studies and secondary data 
analysis

• Three pronged mandate:
• Internal research
• Capacity development via a research subaward program and other 

activities
• Research dissemination activities

Duke-UNC USDA Center for Behavioral Economics 
and Healthy Food Choice Research (BECR Center)
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Stakeholders & Users

 ERS human nutrition and food safety-related 
research priorities are developed through input from 
a wide range of stakeholders and data users
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Research Coordination Across 
Agencies
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Coordination Across Agencies

• Across USDA
REE agencies
FNS and FSIS

• Across Federal Agencies
FDA, Census, NCHS, BLS, NCCOR

• Coordinated through regular interagency 
meetings
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Across USDA

REE Action Plan
Goal 4: Nutrition and Childhood Obesity
Goal 5: Food Safety
ERS staff serve as subcommittee members and have:
• Contributed to plan development and revision
• Contributed to quarterly updates
• Contributed to annual reports
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Across USDA

USDA Human Nutrition Coordinating Committee
 Participate regularly in communication and coordination 

activities of the committee.
 Present ERS research to USDA agency representatives at this 

meeting.
• For example, ERS Senior Economist Fred Kuchler recently 

presented “Improving Health Through Nutrition Research: An 
Overview of the U.S. Nutrition Research System” 
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Across USDA

Joint Research & Data Projects
 ERS-FSIS-University of 

Florida project on cost of 
foodborne illness

 ERS-ARS-CNPP project to 
link UPC-coded retail foods 
to USDA nutrition databases
 Create National Food Price 

Database for CNPP
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Across Federal Agencies

Interagency Committee Human Nutrition Research (ICHNR)
• ERS Staff Participate as Members of Key Subcommittees:

 Dietary Guidance - Provide support for the Dietary Guidelines process
 National Nutrition Research Roadmap - ERS staff served on writing 

committee
 Dietary Reference Intake (DRI) Subcommittee - ERS staff participate in 

subcommittee meetings
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Across Federal Agencies

National Collaborative on Childhood Obesity 
Research (NCCOR)
Workshop on “Using Behavioral Economics to 

Promote Healthful Food Choices by Low 
Income Consumers”
Connect & Explore Webinars on the FoodAPS

(National Household Food Acquisition and 
Purchase Survey)
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Across Federal Agencies

Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA)-related 
projects
Produce Food Safety Survey (NASS and ERS)
Structure of Farm Activities (ERS, AMS, and 

FDA)
Used in Final Preventive Control Rule

Market effects of FSMA on produce safety 
(ERS and University of Georgia)
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Across Federal Agencies

• ERS-FNS-Census 
Administrative Data Project

 Link SNAP administrative data 
with ACS, SIPP and other 
survey data

 Planned: Veterans data
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Summary

ERS human nutrition and food safety-related 
research priorities and program
 are developed through input from a wide range of 

stakeholders and data users
 are systematically coordinated with USDA agencies 

and other federal agencies for relevance and 
adequacy

 and as a result is responsive and forward-looking to 
meet program and policy needs
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