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ERS Mission

Anticipate economic and policy issues related to
agriculture, food, the environment, and rural
development, and conduct economic research
that broadly and specifically informs public
program and policy decisions
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Setting Research Priorities

Meet with
USDA mission
area and
agency
leadership

External ERS
program Research Requests

reviews from
(every 5 and BUdget Congress

years) Priorities

Meet with
customers,
partners, and
stakeholders
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Generating new knowledge
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Program reviews
(5 year cycle)

Program area strategic
planning (2-3 year cycle)

Workshops and annual
priority setting meetings

Regular meetings
with agencies
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Foundational
data and models

Anticipatory research

Research social scientists

Partnerships with

universities and other
research organizations
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Data & measurement
concepts

Academic journal
publications

ERS reports for policy
audience

Workshops and
presentations
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Policy-Relevant Research
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Priority Setting & Program
Development: Policy Background

e Regulations
— New/anticipated
— Existing/changing
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Regulations: Background Analysis

 Away-From-Home Foods
Increasingly Important to
Quality of American Diet,
January 1999

e “Role of Food Prepared
Away From Home in the
American Diets, 1977-78
versus 1994-96: Changes
and Consequences,” J
Nutrition Education and
Behavior, May-June 2002

e Combined 1,114 citations
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Regulations: Anticipated

e 2010-2014: Menu
Labeling Authorized by
ACA

— USDA
e ing in the
Nutrition Label “g.Hom o Sector

==  food-Away-From
An Economic ASS :

-

USDA i
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Regulations: Existing

-. e ance ©!
. | \;59_& mﬂw“o-s"""" fety efioﬂ“ the

e Food Safety Regulations T merentSasurRler progre”
and Outcomes 2 oS e

— Data from FSIS and AMS

» U.S. Domestic Salmonella
Regulations and Access to

European and Other Poultry — | ‘/@
Export Markets in |

International Food and /
Agribusiness Management ?@MR

Review Volume 18 Special —
Issue A, 2015
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Priority Setting & Program
Development: Policy Background

 Food assistance and nutrition safety net
— Program outcomes
— Effectiveness
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Food Assistance

USDA

* SNAP Participation M i

mwas Annual and Monthly SNAP

Servica

Rates =-m  Participation Rates
— Uses linked
administrative data L.

e The WIC Program: SR TN
Background, Trends,
and Economic Issuer
2015 Edition
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Food Assistance

¥

e 2014 Farm Bill

e SNAP, Poverty and Food Insecurit
Y Y :m

Acsd ERS | Careaes | FAQs | Corviact Us.
I O

Publewtom Nesmrorzmm SlaMap | AZ Indes | Advanced Search | Search Ths

sar coomeces (] 5910 (6

Foafure: Food £ Nufifion Assisianco awyor.zms | RNt | [proF | [Clewar
2014 Farm Act Maintains SNAP Eligibility Guidelines and Funds
New Initiatives

YA
e AmﬁyifWaves

Amber Waves Home
All Articles

About Amber Waves
The Mufrifion tile of the Agricultural Act of 2014 reauthorizes USDA's Supplemental

Mutrition Assistance Program (SMAF), the MNation's largest food and nufrition assistance

program. In fiscal 2013 (October 2012-September 2013}, an average of 47.6 million people o0 o suve This Artice
received SNAP benefiis @ach month, and Federal spending for the program totaled $79.6

billion, accounting for over half of USDA outlays in that year. In contrast with many other noQn

programs serving low-income households, SNAP eligibility does not depend on family

Save wab pages as PDF manually or automatically with PDFmyURL
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Priority Setting & Program
Development: Policy Background

e Consumer choices, causes, and outcomes
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Consumer Response: Food Safety

e Consumer Response to
Disease QOutbreaks and
Food Recalls

Ao ERS | Carears | FAGS | Comtact Us

I C

She Map | AT inten | Adverced Sserch | Sesrch T

ow aew Cew Moee | A Peves | D010 - Va8 Cormseres R orme b P 2008 Foodor e Sems Outiesss s ed b Sonecn mmu_sn:ﬂ'

Foatun Food Maket £ Prced Muchot e | [Ciemwt | iros mll
Consumers' Response to the 2006 Foodborne lliness Outbreak
Linked to Spinach

by Carlos Amade, Linda Calvin, and Fred Kuchler Amﬁ({(r_waves

About Amber Waves
It has been over 3 years since an outbreak of Eschenchia coll 0157 HT prompted the U.S.

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 1o issue wamings about the safety of fresh bagged
spinach and o advise consumers not 10 eat it FDA's announcemeant had the potental 1o
prevent addisonal iliness, and the shortrun consequences were clear. Less certain,

however, were how long consumers would avoid spinach, the impact on consumption of nogono
other leafy greens, and the cost 1o the produce industry. While other foodbome iliness

Share or Save This Article

USDA
Undted States Department of Agriculturs

sy How Much Does It Matter How Sick You

f“"’ Get? Consumers’ Responses to Foodborne
conh Disease Outbreaks of Different Severities
Matmr 183

Augeas 2015 Fred Kuchler
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Consumer Outcomes: Nutrition

e Great Recession 2007-20009,
Diet Quality, Food Security

e |s Diet Quality Improving?
Distributional Changes in the
United States, 1989-2008



Priority Setting & Program
Development: Policy Background

e Market and industry
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Markets and Industry

 Food Price Monitoring
and Forecasting
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Markets and Industry

e Strengthening Food ==
Safety Systems in China 22
— Forthcoming Ed. Volume

e Market Incentives for
Food Safety

USDA
]

Imports From China
and Food Safety Issues

Fred Gale
Jean C. Buzby
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Priority Setting & Program
Sevelopment: Summary

» ERS human nutrition and food safety-related
research priorities are responsive and forward-
looking to meet program and policy needs
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Stakeholders & Users
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Stakeholder Interaction

e 1994 National Conference
on Food Security
Measurement and
Research

» Food security report, 1995-

e 2006 Committee on
National Statistics of the
National Academies
(CNSTAT) report Food
Insecurity and Hunger in
the United States: An
Assessment of the
Measure
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Food Security Conference, Oct 2015
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Reports to Congress: Food Access

* Food Access Research o
34 Access to Affordable and
At | a S Beoronic Nutritious Food: Measuring and
ey Understanding Food Deserts and

- Their Consequences ¥

e Research Reports

Report to Congress

USDA United States USDA
S United States Department of Agriculture m of =
— Food Choices and Store Proximity 411 Characteristics and Influential
Servioe aee
P Ilya Rahkovsky and Samantha Snyder ESENE Factors of Food Deserts
ey Service
Number 19 ) Paula Dutko
i Michele Ver Plosg

Septemter 2015 ;
) ) i Tracey Farrigan
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Reports to Congress: Local Foods

e Trends in U.S. Local and -

_—
=i Unnied States Department of Agnculture

Regional Food Systems: o= Trends in U.S. Local and

we  Regional Food Systems

Publcas

A Report to Congress, -
January 2015

» Farm-to-School Survey

Percent of school districts serving local foods In school years 2011-12 or 2012-13

Report to Congress

Percent of districts

CJuUp to 20 percent
[CJ21 to 40 percent G to 80 percent 5
041 to 60 percent Il More than 80 percent i s




REE Request: Federal Nutrition

Research

 Improving Health Through
Nutrition Research: An
Overview of the U.S. Nutrition
Research System, Jan. 2015

Trends in Federal human nutrition research for selected project

topic areas, 1985-2009

Mumber of research projects (Index, 1985=100)
800 1

F0O0 ~

= Obesity-related projecis
B00 == All other nuirition research projects
500 - = Food science projects

400 +
300

ﬂ_

-IDU T ¥ T T T T T T T
1985 1988 1991 1994 19497 2000 2003 2008 2009

Maotes: Projects may be assigned more than one topic area. "Obesity-related projects”
includes obesity, anorexia, and appetite control, “Food science projects” includes food
composition R&D, bicavailability of nutrients, effects of technology on foods and diets, and
other research in food sciences. "All other nutrition research projects” is the remainder of
topics once obesity-related and food science projects are removed,
Source: USDA, Economic Resaarch Service calculations based on Human Nutrition
Research Information Management data.

Improving Health Through Nutrition
Research: An Overview of the
U.S. Nutrition Research System

Andrew A. Toole and Fred Kuchler
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» 2004 CNSTAT workshop:
Enhancing the Data
Infrastructure

» 2005 report Improving
Data to Analyze Food ... .. .

Where Do Americans Usually Shop

and Nutrition POliCies E.:f\ for Food and How Do They Travel To

— Get There? Initial Findings From the
»»»»»»

National Household Food Acquisition
and Purchase Survey

> Scanner Data
Investments

» 2012 FoodAPS survey
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Co o

Behavioral Economics | =

st Could g
Scona haViora,
| I for Rumbrove Digt qumc™ics
. . | "‘;:::r " lon A H
. Number 43 p S'
e Using Behavioral oo o

Economics Insights to
Improve Policies &
Programs
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Cornell Center For Behavioral
Economics in Child Nutrition
Programs (BEN Center)

» Created in 2010 via Partnership between ERS and
FNS

» Research and field testing
» Capacity development through small grants
» Dissemination of findings to key stakeholder groups
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Applying Research-Tested Approaches Nationwide
HealthierUS School Challenge: Smarter Lunchrooms

Smarter Luntumurnsj Smarter Lunchrooms Self-Assessment

nvement

ke BEN. Center 134

nee its founding m 2009 the Smarter

Lunchrooms Movement has championed

the use of evidence-based, simple low
and no-cost changes to unchrooms which
can simultaneously improve parficipation
and profits while decreasing waste. This tool
can help you to evaluate your lunchroom,
congratulate yourself for things you are doing
well and and identify areas of opportunity for
improvement

Instructions

Read each of the statements below. Visualize your cafeteria, your service areas and your school
building. Indicate whether the statement iz true for your school by checking the box to the left.
If you believe that your school does not reflect the statement 100% do not check the box on the
left. After you have completed the checklist, tally all boxes with check marks and write this

number in the designated area on the back of the form. This number

Its nat mitrition

represents your school's baseline score. The boxes which are not | v

il
checked are areas of opportunity for you to consider implementingin .~

73

the future. We recommend completing this checklist annually to measure your >

Iimprovements!

a

Important Words

Service areas: Any location where students
can purchase or are provided with food

Dining areas: Any location where students
can consume the food purchased or
provided

Grab and Go Meals: Any meal with compo-
nents pre- together for eaze and
convenience - such as a brown bag lunch

or “Fun Lunch” ete.

Designated Line: Any foodservice line which
has been specified for particular food ifems
or concepts - such as a pizza e, deli line,
salad line ete.

Alternative entrée options:
component which could also be considered
an entrée for students - such as the salad
bar, yogurt parfait, vegetarianvegan or

meatless ophions ete.

Reimbursable “Combo Meal” pairings: Any
reimbursable  compenents  available
indgy tly on your foodservice lines
whi have identified as a of a
pmmpg;lua] complete meal - Fungmple

decided your beef taco, seasoned
frozen sfrawberries and 1% milk are

Fruit 15 available af all pomts of sale (deli-

line, snack windows, ala carte lines etc.)

Daily fruit options are available in at least

twa different locations on each service line

71 Atleast one daily fruit option is available
near all registers (If there are concems
regarding edible peel, fruit can be bagged
or wrapped)

71 Whole frut ophions are displayed m
attractive bowls or baskets {mstead of
chatfing/hotel pans)

T A mued varety of whole fruts are
displayed together

71 Datly fruit options are easily seen
sl'udxenb of average height for your schc:{

71 Daily fruit options are bundled into all
grab and go meals available to students

71 Daily fruit options are written legibly on

menu in all service in

areas

Promoting Vegetables & Salad
| At least two types of vegatable
are available daily

Awailable vegetable options have been given
creative or descriptive names

All vegetable names are printed/written on
name-cards or product IDs and displayed
next to each vegetable option daily

All vegetable names are written and legible
on mem boards

All vegetable names are induded on the
published menthly school lunch menu

Moving More White Milk

All beverage coolers have white

milk available

White milk is placed in front of other
beverages in all coolers

_ White milk crates are placed so that they
are the first beverage option seen in all
designated milk coolers

White milk #5 available at all points of sale
(deli-line, smack windows, a la carte lines
et

White milk represents at least 1/3 of all
visible milk in the hnchroom

White milk is easily seen by students of

avrorama heimhb frr wnoe cnhinnl

QS/__D_A Economic Research Service
' www.ers.usda.gov




Duke-UNC USDA Center for Behavioral Economics
and Healthy Food Choice Research (BECR Center)

e Funded jointly by ERS and FNS in 2014

— Substantial portion of research efforts will focus on the effectiveness
and efficiency of two major USDA food assistance programs—
SNAP and WIC

— Research will include a mix of field-based studies and secondary data
analysis
e Three pronged mandate:

* Internal research

e Capacity development via a research subaward program and other
activities

e Research dissemination activities

QS/__D_A Economic Research Service
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Stakeholders & Users

» ERS human nutrition and food safety-related
research priorities are developed through input from
a wide range of stakeholders and data users
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Research Coordination Across
Agencies
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Coordination Across Agencies

e Across USDA
» REE agencies
»FNS and FSIS

e Across Federal Agencies
»FDA, Census, NCHS, BLS, NCCOR

e Coordinated through regular interagency
meetings

__U/é_[_)ﬁ Economic Research Service
s usda. gov



Across USDA

REE Action Plan
Goal 4: Nutrition and Childhood Obesity

Goal 5: Food Safety

ERS staff serve as subcommittee members and have:
e Contributed to plan development and revision

e Contributed to quarterly updates

e Contributed to annual reports

__U/é_[_)ﬁ Economic Research Service
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Across USDA

USDA Human Nutrition Coordinating Committee

» Participate regularly in communication and coordination
activities of the committee.

» Present ERS research to USDA agency representatives at this
meeting.

 For example, ERS Senior Economist Fred Kuchler recently
presented “Improving Health Through Nutrition Research: An
Overview of the U.S. Nutrition Research System”

gi[_)ﬁ Economic Research Service
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Across USDA

Joint Research & Data Projects -
- - I i Faseah Economic Burden of Major
> ERS FSIS Un|VerS|ty Of ;:: Foodborne llinesses Acquired
Florida project on cost of ES.  Inthe United States

foodborne illness

» ERS-ARS-CNPP project to |
link UPC-coded retail foods
to USDA nutrition databases

> Create National Food Price
Database for CNPP

__U/é_[_)ﬁ Economic Research Service
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Across Federal Agencies

Interagency Committee Human Nutrition Research (ICHNR)

e ERS Staff Participate as Members of Key Subcommittees:
» Dietary Guidance - Provide support for the Dietary Guidelines process

» National Nutrition Research Roadmap - ERS staff served on writing
committee

» Dietary Reference Intake (DRI) Subcommittee - ERS staff participate in
subcommittee meetings

__U/é_[_)ﬁ Economic Research Service
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Across Federal Agencies

National Collaborative on Childhood Obesity
Research (NCCOR)

» Workshop on “Using Behavioral Economics to
Promote Healthful Food Choices by Low
Income Consumers”

» Connect & Explore Webinars on the FoodAPS

(National Household Food Acquisition and
Purchase Survey)




Across Federal Agencies

Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA)-related
projects

» Produce Food Safety Survey (NASS and ERS)

» Structure of Farm Activities (ERS, AMS, and
FDA)

> Used in Final Preventive Control Rule

» Market effects of FSMA on produce safety
(ERS and University of Georgia)




Across Federal Agencies

| UsDA
oS United States Department of Agriculture
o E RS-FNS-CenSUS | Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
I e e
Nt H : sy ate a o
Ad m I n ISt rat Ive D a ta P rOJ e Ct | ::::3 Evidence From Texas SNAP Administrative

Records and the American Community Survey

» Link SNAP administrative data ==
with ACS, SIPP and other
survey data

» Planned: Veterans data

USDA i
=>1A Economic Research Ser
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Summary

ERS human nutrition and food safety-related
research priorities and program

» are developed through input from a wide range of
stakeholders and data users

» are systematically coordinated with USDA agencies
and other federal agencies for relevance and
adequacy

» and as a result is responsive and forward-looking to
meet program and policy needs
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